A look back at 2017
A Giant Leap into Ireland

Causeway: Ireland Scotland Business Exchange, formerly the
Irish Business Network Scotland (IBNS), is a not-for-profit
organisation that connects business people from Ireland and
Scotland to identify and explore new collaborative business
opportunities.
The organisation was established in January 2016 by a group of
business people from both Ireland and Scotland, who believe
that enhancing communication and building relationships
between individuals and organisations from both countries will
add significant value to their business.

Key to our vision for the success of Causeway, is to
ensure we make as much of an impact in the island
of Ireland, as we have done in Scotland. Our aim as
an organisation is to provide a robust platform for
businesses in both countries to collaborate and
exchange opportunities and knowledge.
So, it was with anticipation that we launched in
Ireland last October, alongside our close partners
Scottish Government’s Innovation Hub, based in
Dublin. This was an obvious joint event, with the
Innovation Hub looking after the interests, and
driving new business, from Scotland into the Irish
economy.

Causeway: Ireland Scotland Business Exchange
The rebrand from IBNS to Causeway
was officially unveiled at our Ireland
launch in Dublin on 26th October 2017,
and Colm Moloney, Chairperson of
Causeway explains the new approach:

The rebrand has been extremely well
received and naturally adopted by our
members and the general business
community.
With a large member base of Irish business people
based in Scotland alongside our Scottish members,
providing a further route into the Irish economy for
Scottish business is a key activity and a natural
progression for us.

“Causeway is essentially an exchange of
ideas, connections and opportunities
between businesses in Ireland and
Scotland with ambitions to either break
into or grow in either country.
Causeway operates across all of Ireland
and Scotland so we felt the new name
better reflects the ambitions of the
network.”

Causeway is very much focused on bidirectional business collaboration and
export acceleration, and under this new
brand, we have the strength of focus to
ensure Irish business can flourish in
Scotland, and Scottish business has the
same opportunity throughout Ireland.

Our thanks to Sue Ireland, Business Pointer Services
for the invaluable rebranding support.

Just a few weeks later, we took part in the St.
Andrews Day celebrations in Dublin under the
Causeway banner – again, in conjunction with the
Scottish Innovation Hub, who hosted a reception for
Scottish and Irish businesses at the British Embassy
with Scottish Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Tourism
and External Affairs, Fiona Hyslop.

We will continue our endeavours across the Irish Sea,
with a focus on supporting member businesses that
are based in Northern Ireland. We will be working
with them and other organisations such as Inter
Trade Ireland to host an event in Northern Ireland in
2018.

MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
The membership of Causeway continues to grow with a variety of members in a range of business sectors. The membership
subscription is very affordable and brings many benefits to both individuals and businesses.
Please contact our Events and Exchange Manager, Grainne McMenamin for more information:
grainne.mcmenamin@causewayexchange.net
Or visit our soon to be launched new website - www.causewayexchange.net for membership sign-up information and benefits.

Some of our Events in 2017
We hosted 20 events during the course of
the year in Glasgow, Edinburgh and Dublin
with nearly 500 business people taking
advantage of the opportunities to meet
and exchange business knowledge. Events
included an intriguing event with the
Ambassador of Ireland to the UK, Dan
Mulhall on “Brexit and Ireland – A
Business and Economic Perspective”
before he was reassigned to the USA.
There followed an opportunity for members to meet with Ambassador O Neill, the
new Ambassador of Ireland to the UK, at a
gathering in Glasgow.
There were events on Financial Services
hosted by RSM, a half day conference on
Ports Harbours and Marine Engineering
hosted by Gavin & Doherty Geosolutions,
and an event on Off Site Construction –
Learning from Japan, sponsored by
Anderson Strathern. The Consul General
of Ireland to Scotland, Mark Hanniffy is
keen to engage with younger members of
the business community and he hosted a
very lively event at the Consulate in
November with some very entertaining
exchanges on the realities of working in
different industries. As you would expect
there were several casual/sociable events
throughout the year held in both Glasgow
& Edinburgh.
A special thanks to our sponsors last year,
covering great events:—
Allied Irish Bank, Enterprise Ireland,
Gavin & Doherty Geosolutions, RSM UK,
Malones, Harper Macleod, and City of
Edinburgh Council.

Chairman’s Comments
Colm Moloney is the Managing Director
of Rubicon Heritage Services, and
accepted the Chairmanship of Causeway
at its inception in
2016. Along with
his fellow board
members and
committee, he
would like to thank
all distinguished
guests, keynote speakers, members and
supporters for another fantastic year.
2018 has already kicked off successfully,
with our collaboration with Scotland’s
Chamber of Commerce network, and the
MOU agreement with Edinburgh
Chamber as the first key step forward in
this focused engagement.
A special mention to our main funders in
2017—Irish Government’s Emigrant
Support Programme, and Scottish
Government’s Innovation Hub. With a
target of 300 members by 2020, we are
on course to become a vital platform for
businesses to connect across both
Ireland and Scotland.

The Scottish Government is committed to strengthening the links we have with some of our
closest neighbours and biggest trading partners. Ireland is already Scotland’s 7th biggest
export market and more than 100 Irish companies across 200 sites employ some 6000 people
generating £2billion’ for our economy. Business networks like Causeway can play a vital role in
realising the potential, by supporting companies on their export journey, providing a friendly
environment to exchange and collaborate. The Scottish Government was proud to provide a
small amount of funding earlier this year to help Causeway establish itself, and will continue
to support its work through our Dublin Hub and in its work with companies in Scotland.”

“I am pleased to support the Dublin launch of Causeway: Ireland Scotland Business Exchange
on 26 October. Since its launch at Edinburgh Castle by Minister Donohoe in June 2016, this
organisation has become an invaluable resource to Irish companies and business people
seeking to expand their network, reputation and presence in Scotland.”
“I am delighted to announce that the Government is in a position to financially support the
work of Causeway: Ireland Scotland Business Exchange through the Emigrant Support
Programme.”

1st Anniversary Awards and Reception: June 2017, City Chambers, Edinburgh

Thanks to the ongoing support of both the
Irish and Scottish Governments in 2017,
we were delighted to announce the
appointment of Gráinne McMenamin as
the Events and Exchange Manager for the
growing organisation. As a founding
committee member of the organisation,
Gráinne’s role now focuses on managing
events for the network, supporting the
membership base, and raising the profile
of the organisation. She brings with her
extensive expertise in relationship
management, business development and
marketing, as well as significant
experience in promoting business links
between Ireland and Scotland.

We are also excited to announce the
redevelopment of our website, launching
in March 2018. This will be a platform for
new members to easily purchase
membership online, manage their
membership information, register for
events, and exchange views and
opportunities.

www.causewayexchange.net

A host of organisations from Ireland & Scotland came together on the night of the General
Election to showcase the strength of the business ties between the two countries.
The sell-out awards event attracted representatives from the construction, renewables, creative, professional services
and the food & drink sectors as well as attendance from Government organisations from both sides of the Irish Sea.
0

“Allied Irish Bank (GB) were delighted
to sponsor the launch of the IBNS at
Edinburgh Castle and it is great to see
the network develop into a body whose
work and impact has been recognised
by the public and private sector. Allied
Irish Bank (GB) see membership of
Causeway as being a fundamental part
of supporting our customers and
meeting our strategic business
objectives.”
Sean Fallon
Senior Relationship Manager
AIB GB

“GDG has seen significant growth in
The event marked the first anniversary of the then IBNS. Twelve months on, rebranded as Causeway, it is celebrating its our Scottish business since setting up
an office in Edinburgh over a year ago
success with both The Scottish Government and Enterprise Ireland reporting strong export figures.
and Causeway has played a crucial role
in our expansion. I am constantly
The night was organised to recognise companies and individuals who have embraced business opportunities across
surprised by the breadth and depth of
Scotland and Ireland.
the network and the friendliness of all
Compèred by broadcaster John Morrison, the winners were:
involved. Causeway has been essential
for promoting our brand awareness
Innovative Start-Up Award – Urban Tide
across Scotland and continues to be a
Inspirational Business Leader Award – Georgian Antiques
cornerstone of our business
Social Impact Award – Green Tourism
development activities as we navigate
Ireland Scotland Relations Award – Roadbridge
across the Irish sea.”
Paul Doherty
Commenting on the night, Causeway Director David Greenlees said: “Causeway now represents an established and
effective group of business leaders operating or exporting into Scotland or Ireland, making us the first stop for business Managing Director
Gavin & Doherty Geosolutions
looking at collaboration or opportunities in either market.”

